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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS, ELAB, TS 

SUB J : SOUSSE TRIAL CONTINUES INTO THIRD WEEK 

REF: TUNIS 5503 

1 . TRIAL JUDGE INTERROGATION OF LAST OF 101 DEFENDANTS 
ENDED AUGUST 7. INTERROGATION AND RESPONSES FOLLOWED 
BY-NOW FAMILIAR PATTERN: QUESTIONS CHARACTERIZING OBJECTS 
FOUND IN UNION HALL AS WEAPONS AND QUESTIONS ABOUT 
DEFENDANTS' OPINIONS REGARDING THE GOVERNMENT SOCIAL 
AND ECONOMIC POLICY; HEDGED RESPONSES DENYING KNOWLEDGE 
OF OBJECTS OTHER THAN STACKED UP BRICKS, PIECES OF WOOD, 

AND CLEANING FLUIDS IN THE UNION HALL DURING JANUARY 
SIEGE. MOST DEFENDANTS CHARGED MISTREATMENT IN CONFINE- 
MENT AND DISAVOWED PREVIOUS CONFESSIONS AND AFFIDAVITS 
WHICH THEY CHARGED WERE OBTAINED UNDER DURESS. DEFENSE 
ATTORNEYS ACTIVELY INTERVENED, CHALLENGING COURT PROCEDURES, 
VALIDITY OF EVIDENCE AND NATURE OF CHAROES AND 
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QUESTIONING. 

2. AS IS USUAL PRACTICE IN TUNISIAN COURTS, PROSECUTION 
PRESENTED ITS CASE AFTER PRESIDING JUDGE HAD COMPLETED HIS 
QUESTIONING. THIS PHASE OF TRIAL BEGAN ON AUGUST7. 

PROSECUTION REITERATED THE FIVE CHARGES-INCITING 
CITIZENS TO ARMED ATTACK, ENCOURAGING ASSEMBLY OF ARMED 
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PERSONS IN THE STREETS, CACHING ARMS AND AMMUNITIONS, 
COLLECTING AND DISTRIBUTING ARMS, AND DISTURBING THE 
PUBLIC ORDER AND TRANQUILITY -AND CALLED FOR THE DEATH 
PENALTY (CODE PENAL 72-75) TO BE APPLIED BY THE COURT. 

PRESS SUMMARIES WERE NOT SPECIFIC BUT EVIDENTLY DEATH 
PENALTY WAS ASKED FOR 39 OF ACCUSED CHARGED WITH MOST 
SERIOUS CRIMES, AND NOT ALL 101 DEFENDANTS-SEE 
REFTEL, PARA 4). PROSECUTION S DEMAND TRIGGERED A PROTEST 
TO THE TUNISIAN AMBASSADOR IN PARIS BY ATTORNEYS 
REPRESENTING CGT, CFDT, AND FEN: RESPECTIVELY, THE 
COMMUNIST AND FORMER-CHRISTIAN TRADE UNION CENTERS IN 
FRANCE, AND THE FRENCH EDUCATIONAL FEDERATION. 

3. THE NEXT PHASE OF TRIAL OPENED ON AUGUST 9, WHEN 

AGAIN ACCORDING TO USUAL PRACTICE, DEFENSE ATTORNEYS WERE 
ALLOWED TO PRESENT THEIR ARGUMENTS. A NUMBER OF ATTORNEYS 
HAVE BEEN ENGAGED TO DEFEND ONE OR MORE OF THE ACCUSED, 

AND EACH OF THEM IS BEING GIVEN HIS TURN TO ADDRES THE 
BENCH. SOME HAVE YET TO SPEAK, AND DEFENSE COUNSEL 
PLEADINGS ARE EXPECTED TO CONTINUE INTO MIDDLE OF WEEK. 

MANY OF THE DEFENSE LAWYERS ARE "YOUNG AND HUNGRY," AND 
MOST HAVE OPENLY CHARGED THAT TRIAL IS POLITICALLY MOTIVATED. 
THEIR PLEADINS OFTEN RECALLED THE PREVIOUS SPIRIT OF 
COOPERATION WHICH REIGNED BETWEEN PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA 
AND EX-SECRETARY GENERAL HBIB ACHOUR (NEITHER OF WHOM 
IS ON TRIAL IN SOUSSE). THE LAWYERS CLEARLY ARE 
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PLAYING TO THE PRESS AND GALLERY. SEVERAL DEMANDED THAT 
HABIB ACHOUR BE CALLED AS A DEFENSE WITNESS. COURT 
HAS NOT, AND PORBABLY WILL NOT, COMPLY. ATTORNEYS' 

MAIOR SUBSTATIVE STRATEGIES HAVE BEEN TO BELITTLE THE QUALITY 
OF EVIDENCE INTRODUCED IN COURT AND TO EMPHASIZE THEIR 
CLIENTS' CHARGES OF POLICE BRUTALITY. THEY ALSO HAVE 
TAKEN STRONG ISSUE WITH THE CIRCUMSTANCE IN WHICH THEIR 
CLIENTS WERE ARRESTED AND INSISTED THAT NO VIOLENT 
ACTS WERE EVER COMMITTED OR CONTEMPLATED. ACTS OF 
PROVOCATION COMMITTED BY CERTAIN PARTIES ON REGIONAL 
UNION HEADQUARTERS IN DAYS PRIOR TO GENERAL STRIKE 
HAVE ALSO BEEN CITED. 

4. PRESS COVERAGE OF TRIAL HAS RANGED FROM SLIGHT TO 
EXTENSIVE. GOVERNMENT AND PARTY PAPERS HAVE GIVEN 
LEAST ATTENTION TO TRIAL; INDEPENDENT DAILIES AS-SABAH 
AND LE TEMPS HAVE RUN DETAILED SUMMARIES OF EACH DAY'S 
PROCEEDINGS. CURIOUSLY, THE LATTER TWO DAILIES (SEMI- 
INDEPENDENT) VIRTUALLY BOYCOTTED VOERAGE OF THE 
PROSECUTION'S CASE IN WHICH IT CALLED FOR CAPITAL 
PUNISHMENT. BY CONTRAST, L'ACTION AND AL-AMAL 

( PSD-CONTROLLED DAILIES) PRESENTED EXHAUSTIVE COVERAGE 
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OF THE TRIAL THAT PARTICULAR DAY. BOTH BEFORE AND 
FOLLOWING THE PROSECUTION PLEADING, THE PARTY PAPERS 
HAVE PROVIDED ONLY CAPSULE COVERAGE OF TRIAL. OVER THE 
LAST FEW DAYS. HOWEVER, FACTION HAS PUBLISHED 
INCREASINGLY STRIDENT EDITORIALS WHICH STRESS THE 
PREVIOUS RELATIONSHP BETWEEN UGTT AND CGT, COMMUNIST 
INFLUENCE IN UGTT BEFORE JANUARY 26, AND FOREIGN 
INTERFERENCE IN THE ON-GOING SOUSSE TRIAL. MANY FOREIGN 
OBSERVERS-INCLUDING SEVERAL FROM COMMUNIST AND OTHER 
LEFTIST ORGANIZATIONS IN EUROPE-HAVE BEEN IN TUNISIA TO 
WITNESS THE TRIALS. EDITORIALISTS HAVE REPEATEDLY 
ATTACKED ACTIVITIES OF LIBYAN TRADE UNIONISTS AND 
"BAATHISTS". 
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5. DATE OF ACHOUR TRIAL STIL NOT ANNOUNCED. EMBASSY 
UNDERSTANDS EXAMINING MAGISTRATE CONTINUES TO QUESTION 
WITNESSES AND REPORTEDLY SOME OF ACCUSED-INCLUDING 
ACHOUR. ACCORDING TO OPPOSITION PRESS ACCOUNT (DEMOCRATIE) 
AND BBC, OTTO KERSTEN, SECRETARY GENERAL OF ICFTU, 

HAS REQUESTED PERMISSION TESTIFY AT TRIAL O ACHOUR 
AND OF OTHER EXECUTIVE BUREAU DEFENDANTS. 

MULCAHY 
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